Rev. Edward C. Dougherty
February 28, 1941 - April 28, 2020

Remembering Fr. Edward V. Dougherty, SJ, beloved teacher and minister who spent a
decade in Africa.
Rev. Edward C. Dougherty, SJ, was born in Philadelphia, PA. on February 28, 1941. He
graduated from St. Joseph's Prep and entered the Novitiate of St. Isaac Jogues in
Wernersville, PA in 1959. He earned both his Bachelor's and Master's in the Classics from
Loyola Seminary in Shrub Oak, NY, a Master of Divinity from Woodstock College in
Maryland and a Master of Theological Studies from Woodstock College in New York. He
was ordained a priest on June 3, 1972.
Following ordination, Fr. Dougherty taught religion and Latin for six years at Georgetown
Prep near Washington, D.C. Then, following several years in special studies, he taught
Theology for a year at St. Joseph's University before becoming Socius to the Master of
Novices at the Novitiate of St. Isaac Jogues in Wernersville, where he remained for four
years.
In 1990, Fr. Dougherty moved to the Manresa on Severn Retreat House in Annapolis
where he directed retreats for three years. He then took an assignment overseas that
would last for eleven years, teaching sacred scripture at the St. Joseph's Theological
Institute in Merrivale, South Africa. His students came from many African countries, as
well as from all over the world.
After a much-deserved sabbatical, Fr. Dougherty embarked on what would fortuitously be
two seven-year assignments at two Jesuit parishes whose histories date back to the 17th
and 18 centuries. He first became Parochial Vicar at St. Ignatius Church in Port Tobacco,
MD., the oldest Catholic Parish in continuous service in the United States. He served
parishioners there, as well as his brother Jesuits as superior of the community in Southern
Maryland. In 2013, he moved back to Philadelphia to serve as a priest at Old St. Joseph's
Church, the city's oldest Catholic Church.
Early in 2020, Fr. Dougherty retired from active ministry and moved to the Jesuit
Community at Saint Joseph's University. He died on April 28, 2020 at the age of 79.
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Comments

“

The sweet, brilliant, kind man married me and my husband and baptized our kids. He
taught me what scholars and rebels the Jesuits can be. It was an honor to know him.
He will be missed.

Alison Hatch - May 07 at 01:24 AM

“

I had the privilege of serving as lector at many of Fr. Dougherty'x masses. His
knowledge of scripture was awesome; he knew the gospel readings by heart. He was
also a kind and gentle man. With an excellent sense of humor. I will miss him.
K. Filarsky

Kathryn Filarsky - May 04 at 02:25 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Irene O"Connor - May 04 at 10:12 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Al Chinappi,Class mate - May 04 at 08:40 AM

